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Excerpt: ... CHAPTER XVI. THE
STABILITY
OF
THE
VISIBLE
HEAVENS. The heavens declare the glory
of God; and the firmament showeth the
work of His hands.--Pa Xtx. 1. One of the
most beautiful and sublime confirmations
of this view comes to us from the science
of astronomy. It is said in the prophetic
song of Deborah, in the Book of Judges,
that the stars in their courses fought for
Israel. And so it may be equally said at this
day, that the stars in their courses fight for,
that is, testify to, the truths of the New
Church. In what we are about to say on this
subject we shall use the words of one better
able to speak with authority in relation to it
than ourselves. We quote the language of
the late Professor Mitchell, the well-known
American astronomer, and Superintendent
of the Observatory at Cincinnati; and more
recently remembered and lamented as a
MajorGeneral in the armies of the United
States, laying down his life in the service
of his country. The following extract is
taken from his popular work on the
Planetary Worlds: So far then, as the
organization of the great planetary system
is concerned, we do not find within itself
the elements of its own destruction.
Alteration and change are everywhere
found--all is in motion--orbits expanding
and contracting--their planes rocking up
and down--their perihelia and nodes
sweeping in opposite directions round the
sun,--but the limits of all these changes are
fixed. These limits can never be passed;
and, at the end of a vast period, amounting
to many millions of years, the entire range
of fluctuation will have been accomplished,
the entire system, planets, orbits,
inclinations, eccentricities, perihelia, and
nodes, will have regained their original
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values and places, and the great bell of
eternity will then have sounded one...
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